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Luxemburg, stated in answer to his protests that
the Emperor renounced the scheme. Before the
end of February, 1785, the danger was past.

To guard against its recurrence Frederick none
the less completed the Fiirstenbund or League of
Princes. On July 23, 1785, Prussia, Saxony, and
Hanover entered into an alliance, with the object of
safeguarding the lands and rights of every member
of the Empire. By separate articles the three
Electors bound themselves to act together in Impe-
rial business. The accession of the Archbishop of
Mainz, who as president of the Electoral College
had a casting vote, both gave the League a majority
at the election of the Emperor, and prevented it
from being regarded as a mere clique of Protestants.
Frederick's triumph was complete when, in spite of
the diplomatic opposition of the Emperor, a host of
German princes accepted the result of his work.
The rulers of Zweibnicken, Hesse-Cassel, Gotha,
Weimar, Brunswick, Ansbach, Baden, Anhalt, Meck-
lenburg, and Osnabriick formed with the four pro-
tagonists a great body of organised German con-
servatism led by the King of Prussia. Frederick in
his old age had improvised with marvellous success
a temporary insurance against the greatest danger
that visibly threatened his State.

